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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 11-12 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Graus et al. (US Pat No 6,427,846). 

Graus et al. teach a filter element made of resin (5), a container made of resin (2), the 
container comprising a "container body" (4) and a "cover" (3), wherein the filter element 
is joined to the container (abstract; col. 2, lines 39-51 ) such that a portion of the 
container is embedded in the filter. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-7 and 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rosenberg (US Pat No 3,815,754). 

Rosenberg teaches a filter element made of resin (10; col. 3, lines 60-65), a container 
made of resin (1 ), the container comprising a "container body" (3) and a "cover" (2), 
wherein the filter element is joined to the container (1 ) such that a portion of the 
container is embedded in the filter (col. 3, lines 31-55). 

4. Claims 1-7,9-11 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Matsushita (JP 5-49967). 

Matsushita teaches a filter element made of resin (17), a container made of resin (Fig. 
1), the container comprising a "container body" (12) and a "cover" (14), wherein the filter 
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element is joined to the container (Fig. 1) such that a portion of the container is 
embedded in the filter (Fig. 1). 

5. Claims 1-4, 10-11 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Masatomo (JP 9-206518). 

Masatomo teaches a filter element made of resin (23), a container made of resin (), the 
container comprising a "container body" (12) and a "cover" (11), wherein the filter 
element is joined to the container (abstract; Fig. 1; [0017]) such that a portion of the 
container is embedded in the filter. 

6. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 10 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Keizo (JP 2002-273110). 

Keizo teaches a filter element made of resin (6; [0019]), a container made of resin (7; 
[0017]), wherein the filter element is joined to the container (Fig.1). 

7. Claims 1-2,4-5 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Cheng et al. (WO 00/44485). 

Cheng et al. teach a filter element made of resin (abstract), a container made of resin 
(abstract), wherein the filter element is joined to the container (pg.11; pp.1 2-1 3). 

8. Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 11-12 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Murakoshi et al. (EP 0787519). 

Murakoshi teaches a filter element made of resin (20), a container made of resin 

(1 1,12), wherein the filter element is joined to the container (col. 5, lines 39-57; col. 7, 

lines 29-41). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over any one 
of the primary references in view of Fritz (US 2002/0017497). 

The primary references are described above. None of the primary references explicitly 
discloses hot plate welding. 

In any case, Fritz discloses the well known concept of utilizing hot plate welding on a 
resin filter in order to, for example, minimize leaks ([0005]). 
Accordingly, it would have been readily obvious for the skilled artisan to modify the 
device any one of the primary references such hot plate welding is utilized in order to, 
for example, minimize leaks. 

1 1 . Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over any one 
of the primary references. 

None of the primary references teaches a groove on the inner wall receiving melted 
resin from the welded part. 

It is submitted that it is well within the purview of the skilled artisan to provide a groove 
on a container in order to form a strong male/female bond with molten material. 
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Accordingly, it is the examiner's opinion that it would have been readily obvious for the 
skilled artisan to modify the device of any one of the primary such that the device 
includes a groove on the inner wall receiving melted resin from the welded part 
longitudinal direction so that the melted resin squeezed out from the welded part is 
received in the groove in order to, for example, form a strong male/female bond with 
molten material. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRED PRINCE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1 165. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:30-4:00; alt. 
Fridays 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Fred Prince/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 

fgp 

4/24/08 



